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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a process of connecting an AC output
of a transformerless inverter of a solar power plant to an
internal AC power grid at an input side of a galvanic isolation,
while an offset voltage for shifting a potential center point of
a photovoltaic generator connected to the inverter is applied.
The process includes: (i) synchronizing the inverter with the
power grid; (ii) essentially matching a potential center point
of the current-carrying lines of the AC output and a potential
center point of the power grid, while only one of the potential
center points of the current-carrying lines and the power grid
is yet shifted by the offset voltage; and (iii) galvanically
connecting all current-carrying lines of the AC output with
the power grid only after the steps of synchronizing and
essentially matching.

13 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
CONNECTING AN INVERTER IN A SOLAR
POWER PLANT WITH SHIFTED POTENTIAL
CENTER POINT

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 13/671,914 filed on Nov. 8, 2012, which claims priority to
German application number 10 2011 055 220.0 filed on Nov.
10, 2011.

FIELD

The present invention relates to a method of connecting a
transformerless inverter in a solar power plant with a shifted
potential center point.

BACKGROUND

It is a known phenomenon that the modules of certain
photovoltaic generators, particularly so-called thin film mod-
ules, only achieve their maximum lifetime if they are com-
pletely kept on negative or positive electric potential with
regard to earth potential, particularly during their operation.

For the purpose of ensuring such an electric potential of the
modules of all photovoltaic generators connected to an
inverter, an offset voltage may be applied in a solar power
plant to shift the potential center point of the photovoltaic
generators with regard to a reference potential, particularly
directly with regard to earth potential.

The offset voltage may be applied to a current carrying line
via which all photovoltaic generators are connected to a DC
input of the inverter. In a transformerless inverter, this shift of
the potential center point of its DC input also has an effect on
its AC output, and it will spread from there up to the DC input
of further transformerless inverters connected in parallel.
Correspondingly, with a transformerless inverter, the offset
voltage may also be applied to a current carrying line which is
connected to the AC output of the inverter.

European patent EP 2 136 449 B1 discloses a solar power
plant including a DC voltage source in an offset path for
shifting the potential center point of all photovoltaic genera-
tors connected. The offset path leads from one current carry-
ing line at the primary side of a transformer to earth potential.
The transformer provides a galvanic separation or isolation
between several transformerless inverters connected in par-
allel and a grid terminal for an external AC power grid. When
the transformer comprises a center point at its primary side,
the offset path is connected to this center point. If the trans-
former comprises a delta configuration at its primary side, the
offset path extends between one of the phase lines and earth
potential.

The inverters are connected in parallel, and each inverter
feeds electric power from one photovoltaic generator into one
of three phase lines to the transformer. The offset voltage of
the DC voltage source has the effect that the photovoltaic
generators connected to the inverters are completely on posi-
tive electric potential. Further, a current surveying device of
the DC voltage source can be used for detecting earth faults.
In case of an isolation or earth fault, an increased current via
earth potential flows through the offset path. In response to
this increased current, a contactor is triggered which discon-
nects the inverter or the grid terminal from the transformer. A
center point line extending between the offset path and the
inverters is not disconnected here.

European patent EP 2 136 449 B1 does not refer to con-
necting the individual inverters to an internal AC power grid
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at the primary side of the transformer and having a shifted
potential center point. The contactor which separates the cur-
rent connection between the inverters and the transformer or
between the grid terminal and the transformer is not suited for
this purpose. Thus, it is assumed that the inverter in the solar
power plant known from European patent EP 2 136 449 B1 is
connected in the usual way, i.e. that the inverter is first syn-
chronized with the internal AC power grid and that then all
current carrying lines of the AC output of the synchronized
inverter are galvanically connected to the internal AC power
grid. Such a procedure is indicated as usual in European
patent application publication EP 2 242 160 A1, for example.

A further power plant including a DC voltage source in an
offset path for shifting the potential center point of connected
photovoltaic generators is known from WO 2010/051812 A1.
Here, one or more transformerless three-phase inverters are
connected in parallel and each feed electric power from a
photovoltaic generator into an external AC power grid via a
common transformer providing a galvanic separation or iso-
lation. The offset path is connected to the center point of the
primary side of the transformer, independently of whether the
center point is connected to the individual inverters or not. In
this known circuitry arrangement, the height of the offset
voltage which is provided by the DC voltage source is
adjusted to the present output voltage of the photovoltaic
generators. This output voltage is typically some hundred
volts. To bring the photovoltaic generators completely on a
positive or negative voltage with regard to earth potential, the
offset voltage has to amount to half the output voltage of the
photovoltaic generators. For this purpose, the offset voltage is
variable in a range from 400V to 500 V. WO 2010/051812 A1
does not refer to connecting the individual inverters to the
internal AC power grid at the primary side of the transformer
and having a shifted potential center point.

A measurement arrangement for measuring the isolation
resistance of a living electrical device, like for example a
photovoltaic generator, is known from DE 10 2006 022 686
Al. Here, two switches or a corresponding changeover switch
are provided which each provide a current path between one
of the two electric poles of the electrical device and earth
potential. The current flowing through a shunt resistor in this
earth connection path from one of the electric poles depends
on a voltage between the two electric poles and is a measure
of' the isolation resistance of the respective other pole.

A method of connecting a photovoltaic generator to an
input side DC voltage link of an inverter of a solar power plant
is known from European patent application publication EP 2
228 893 A2. Here, the DC voltage link is preloaded prior to
actually connecting it to the output voltage of the photovoltaic
generator to avoid current peaks due to reloading or short-
circuit currents.

There is still a need for a method of connecting a transfor-
merless inverter in a solar power plant with a shifted center
point which ensures a long lifetime of a controllable switch
used for galvanically connecting the current-carrying lines of
the output of the inverter to an internal AC power grid at an
input side of a galvanic isolation.

SUMMARY

The present invention relates to a method of connecting an
AC output of a transformerless inverter of a solar power plant
to an internal AC power grid at an input side of a galvanic
isolation. The method is applied while at least one photovol-
taic generator is connected to a DC input of the inverter, while
an external AC power grid is present at an output side of the
galvanic isolation, and while an offset voltage for shifting a
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potential center point of the at least one photovoltaic genera-
tor with regard to earth potential is applied. The method
comprises synchronizing the inverter with the internal AC
power grid, while all current-carrying lines of the AC output
of the inverter are still galvanically separated from the inter-
nal AC power grid; moving a potential center point of the AC
output of the inverter, which is not yet shifted by the offset
voltage, in the same direction as the offset voltage by con-
necting a current-carrying line of the DC input of the inverter
to earth potential, while all current-carrying lines of the AC
output of the inverter are still galvanically separated from the
internal AC power grid and while a potential center point of
the internal AC power grid is shifted by the offset voltage. The
method then comprises galvanically connecting the current-
carrying lines ofthe AC output of the synchronized inverter to
the internal AC power grid after the acts of synchronizing and
moving.

Further, the present invention relates to a process of con-
necting an AC output of a transformerless inverter of a solar
power plant to an internal AC power grid at an input side of a
galvanic isolation. This process is carried out while at least
one photovoltaic generator is connected to a DC input of the
inverter, while an external AC power grid is present at an
output side of the galvanic isolation, and while an offset
voltage for shifting a potential center point of the at least one
photovoltaic generator with regard to earth potential is
applied. The process comprises synchronizing the inverter
with the internal AC power grid, while all current-carrying
lines of the AC output of the inverter are still galvanically
separated from the internal AC power grid, and essentially
matching a potential center point of the current-carrying lines
of'the AC output of the inverter and a potential center point of
the internal AC power grid, while all current-carrying lines of
the AC output of the inverter are still galvanically separated
from the internal AC power grid and while only one of the
potential center points of the current-carrying lines and of the
internal AC power grid is shifted by the offset voltage yet. The
method further comprises galvanically connecting the cur-
rent-carrying lines of the AC output of the synchronized
inverter to the internal AC power grid after the acts of syn-
chronizing and essentially matching.

Other features and advantages of the present invention will
become apparent to one with skill in the art upon examination
of the following drawings and the detailed description. It is
intended that all such additional features and advantages be
included herein within the scope of the present invention, as
defined by the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention can be better understood with reference to
the following drawings. The components in the drawings are
not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon
clearly illustrating the principles of the present invention. In
the drawings, like reference numerals designate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several views.

FIG. 1 is a schematic circuit diagram of a solar power plant
forillustrating a first embodiment of the method of the present
invention; and

FIG. 2 is a schematic circuit diagram of another solar
power plant for illustrating a second embodiment of the
method of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention relates to a method of connecting an
AC output of a transformerless inverter of a solar power plant
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to an internal AC power grid at an input side of a galvanic
isolation, while at least one photovoltaic generator is con-
nected to a DC input of the inverter, while an external AC
power grid is present at an output side of the galvanic isola-
tion, and while an offset voltage is applied for shifting a
potential center point of the photovoltaic generator with
regard to earth potential. In addition to (i) synchronizing the
inverter with the internal AC power grid, a further act of (ii)
essentially matching a potential center point of the current-
carrying lines of the AC output of the inverter and a potential
center point of the internal AC power grid is executed prior to
(iii) galvanically connecting all current-carrying lines of the
AC output of the synchronized inverter to the internal AC
power grid.

Without the further act (ii), even with an optimum synchro-
nization of the inverter with the internal AC power grid,
voltages are dropping over the switching contacts of a con-
trollable switch used for galvanically connecting in act (iii),
which are due to the applied offset voltage and have its mag-
nitude. The reason is that the applied offset voltage, prior to
galvanically connecting all current-carrying lines of the AC
output of the synchronized inverter to the internal AC power
grid, only shifts one of the potential center points of the
current-carrying lines of the AC output of the inverter and of
the internal AC power grid. These high voltages may cause
switching arcs between the switching contacts of the control-
lable switch which result in an increase in the contact resis-
tance of the closed controllable switch, and in a worst case
may even weld the switching contacts together and thus
destroy the controllable switch. In any case, switching arcs
stress the relay and reduce its lifetime.

The invention thus starts from the finding that the offset
voltage which is needed in a solar power plant to shift the
potential center point of its photovoltaic generators to such an
extent that its modules are completely on positive or negative
potential with regard to earth potential is so high that it mas-
sively affects the lifetime of the controllable switch used for
connecting the transformerless inverter of the solar power
plant. Particularly, this offset voltage with regard to earth
potential is, in one embodiment, half as high as a present
output voltage of the photovoltaic generators. Thus the offset
voltage easily amounts to several hundred volts, which is
present over the switching contacts of the controllable switch
directly when connecting the inverter, if no countermeasure is
taken. According to the present invention, this countermea-
sure includes essentially matching the potential center point
of the current-carrying lines of the AC output of the inverter
and the potential center point of the internal AC power grid
prior to galvanically connecting the current-carrying lines to
the internal AC power grid. The countermeasure of essen-
tially matching the potential center points according to the
present invention is independent of where the offset voltage is
applied.

The measure according to the present invention may be
realized by at least one of the following two techniques.

According to the first technique, the offset voltage is
adjusted to a reduced value prior to galvanically connecting
the current-carrying lines to the internal AC power grid. The
reduction has to be compared to an intermediate link voltage
of'an input side DC voltage link of the inverter. This interme-
diate link voltage which may be increased by a boost con-
verter or reduced by a buck converter relative to the output
voltage of the at least one photovoltaic generator determines
the voltage dropping over the switching contacts of the con-
trollable switch due to the offset voltage in galvanically con-
necting. Particularly, the voltage dropping over the switching
contacts will be determined by the potential center point of
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the intermediate voltage link which will be at about half of the
intermediate link voltage with regard to earth potential. The
reduction of the offset voltage should be at least 50% of half
of this intermediate link voltage. It may be at least 75% or
even at least 90% of half of the intermediate link voltage.
Correspondingly, the offset voltage, at the point in time of
galvanically connecting the current-carrying lines, should be
not more the 50% and may be not more than 25% or even 10%
of half of the intermediate link voltage of the input side DC
voltage link of the inverter, which may still be some ten volts.
Hence, it should be noted that essentially matching the poten-
tial center points does not require to annihilate any difference
in potential between the potential center points. Instead, any
essential reduction of this high difference in potential and of
the resulting voltages dropping over the switching contacts of
the controllable switch in galvanically connecting is helpful.

It belongs to the first technique of essentially matching the
two potential center points according to the present invention
to raise the offset voltage up to its target value in the range of
half the output voltage of the photovoltaic generator only
after galvanically connecting the current-carrying lines to the
internal AC power grid.

According to the second technique of essentially matching
the potential center points, the potential center point that,
prior to the step of galvanically connecting, is not yet shifted
by the offset voltage applied is shifted in the same direction as
the offset voltage.

It the offset voltage is applied in such a way that it, prior to
the step of galvanically connecting, only shifts the potential
center point of the internal AC power grid, the potential center
point of the AC output of the inverter may, for example, be
shifted in the same direction as the offset voltage in that a
current-carrying line of the DC input of the inverter is either
directly earthed or connected to earth potential via a pre-
defined resistance. In one embodiment, the value of the pre-
defined resistance is small as compared to the usual isolation
resistances between the photovoltaic generator and earth
potential so that a shift of the potential center point by nearly
half of the generator voltage is achieved.

This embodiment of the second technique does not require
additional equipment in the solar power plant if it already
includes a known device for measuring the isolation resis-
tance of the current-carrying lines of the DC input of the
inverter which allows for a voluntary connection of these
lines to earth potential via a shunt resistor. According to the
present invention, this connection to earth potential, besides
measuring the isolation resistance of the respective other line,
is also used in connecting the inverter to the power grid.

In one embodiment, the inverter is directly connected to the
power grid after disconnecting the previously closed earth
contact of the current-carrying line of the DC input of the
inverter. Here, use is made of the effect that reloading pro-
cesses, dueto the normally high isolation resistances between
photovoltaic generator and earth potential, only proceed
slowly and may take some minutes, for example. In case of
connecting the inverter directly after disconnecting the cur-
rent-carrying line from earth potential, the shift of the poten-
tial center point of the AC output resulting from the earth
contact is thus essentially still present.

Further, also the first technique of essentially matching the
potential center points does not require additional equipment
in the solar power plant if the offset voltage is variable any-
way, which is already suitable to adjust it to half of the present
output voltage of the photovoltaic generator.

Referring now in greater detail to the drawings, the solar
power plant 1 depicted in FIG. 1 comprises at least one
inverter 2 via which electric energy from at least one photo-
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voltaic generator 3 is fed into an AC power grid 4. The inverter
2 is connected to the AC power grid 4 via a transformer 5
providing a galvanic isolation and transforming the output AC
voltage of the inverter 2. The inverter 2 as such is a transfor-
merless inverter, i.e. it does not provide a galvanic isolation or
separation itself. In parallel with the inverter 2, one or more
further inverters 2 with one or more further photovoltaic
generators 3 may be connected to the primary winding 6 of
the transformer 5.

In the embodiment depicted here, the inverter 2 is a three-
phase inverter, and, besides the three phases .1, .2 and L3, it
is also connected to a center point M of the primary winding
6 of the transformer 5. However, the line 7 of the output 8 of
the inverter 2—in contrast to the lines 9 to 11 of the output 8
connected to the phases L1, .2 and L.3—is not carrying a
current due to the special switching topology of the inverter 2,
for example. A relay 12 is provided between the current-
carrying lines 9 to 11 and the phases L1, .2 and L3 of the
internal AC power grid. The relay 12 is a controllable switch,
and it is controlled to connect the inverter 2, after it has been
synchronized with the internal AC power grid, to the primary
winding 6 of the transformer 5. Synchronizing the inverter 2
with the internal AC power grid means matching frequency
and phase of all alternating voltages output by the inverter to
frequency and phase of those voltages alternating in the inter-
nal AC power grid. Further and optionally, the amplitudes of
all alternating voltages output by the inverter are suitably
adjusted to those voltages alternating in the internal AC power
grid. Typically, the amplitudes of the voltages output by the
inverter are adjusted to be slightly higher than the voltages
alternating in the internal AC power grid to ensure a power
flow from the inverter into the AC power grid upon closure of
the relay 12.

As an alternative to the depicted embodiment, the inverter
2 may be three-phase inverter whose line 7 between the output
8 of the inverters and the center point M of the primary
winding 6 of the transformer 5 is also carrying a current due
to another switching topology of the inverter 2, for example.
In this case, the relay 12 is suitably provided with four
switches, three switches for separating or connecting the out-
put 8 of the inverter 2 to the phase lines L1, L2, L3 of the
primary winding 6 of the transformer, and one switch for
separating or connecting the output 8 of the inverter 2 to and
from the center point M of the primary winding 6 of the
transformer 5.

In another embodiment (not depicted), the solar power
plant comprises a plurality of single-phase inverters 2. These
single-phase inverters 2 are each only connected to one phase
1,12 or .3 and to the center point M of the primary winding
6 of the transformer 5. The inverters 2 are associated with the
individual phases in such a way that the entire electric power
is distributed over the phases L1, [.2, L3 as uniformly as
possible. In contrast to the embodiment depicted in FIG. 1,
the line 7 from the output 8 of the inverter 2 to the primary side
center point M of the transformer 5 will also carry a current in
the embodiment described in this paragraph. The relay 12
thus suitably includes two switches for each single-phase
inverter 2, one for separating or connecting the phase line L1,
L2 or L3 of the primary winding 6 of the transformer 5 from
or to the output of the inverter 2 and one for separating or
connecting the primary side center point M of the transformer
5 from or to the output 8 of the inverter 2.

The photovoltaic generator 3 is connected to current-car-
rying lines 13 and 14 of'a DC input 15 of the inverter 2. In F1G.
1, a boost converter 16 is provided between the photovoltaic
generator 3 and the input 15. The boost converter 16 com-
prises a storage inductor 17, a rectifier diode 18 and a switch
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19 in a usual arrangement and serves for adjusting an output
voltage U, of the photovoltaic generator 3 to a desired inter-
mediate link voltage U, ; of an input side DC voltage link 20
of the inverter 2 which includes a buffer capacitor 21. A
bypass diode 30 is connected in parallel to the boost converter
16 and allows passage of electric energy from the photovol-
taic generator 3 into the DC voltage link 20 when the output
voltage U, of the photovoltaic generator 3 even without
boosting reaches the desired intermediate link voltage U, ;.
Alternatively, a semiconductor switch or an electromechani-
cal switch may be provided to selectively bypass the boost
converter 16. In contrast to the bypass diode 30, a switch
requires a controller but the energy loss with a closed switch
is smaller than with the conducting bypass diode 30.

During operation, the photovoltaic generator 3 is not con-
nected to earth. However, it has a natural potential center
point of earth potential PE. In contrast to this natural potential
center point, it is desired that all of the modules of the pho-
tovoltaic generator 3, which are not depicted here separately,
are at a positive electric potential with regard to earth poten-
tial PE, to maximize the lifetime of the photovoltaic generator
3. This particularly applies when these modules are special
thin film modules. In order to keep all modules of the photo-
voltaic generator 3 at a positive potential with regard to earth
potential PE, a DC voltage source 22 is provided which
applies an offset voltage U, ., between earth potential PE
and the center point M of the primary winding 6 of the
transformer 5. With the relay 12 being closed this offset
voltage has an effect via the AC output 8 and the transform-
erless inverter 2 to its DC input 15 and from there up to the
photovoltaic generator 3.

Prior to connecting the inverter 2 to the internal AC power
grid at the primary side of the transformer 5, the offset voltage
U, ssers however, only shifts the potential center point of the
internal AC power grid at the primary side of the transformer
5 as the line 7—either due to a special switching topology of
the inverter 2 or due to a galvanic separation of the line 7 by
means of a separate switch of the relay 12—is not carrying a
current. A compensation current from the DC voltage source
22 to the inverter 2 which is necessary for shifting the poten-
tial center point of the photovoltaic generator 3 may thus not
flow. Correspondingly, the offset voltage U, drops over all
switching contacts of the relay 12, even if the inverter 2 is
optimally synchronized with the internal AC power grid.

In this context it has to be considered that the offset voltage
U, ser 18, in one embodiment, half the intermediate link volt-
age U, of the input side DC voltage link 20 of the inverter
2 to raise all modules of the photovoltaic generator 3 to a
positive electric potential with regards to earth potential PE.
Correspondingly, U, ., is of a typical order of several hun-
dred volts. Such a high voltage between the switching con-
tacts of the relay 12 can easily result in switching arcs and
other effects strongly affecting the lifetime of the relay 12.

To avoid such a high voltage over the relay 12 when con-
necting the inverter 2, a relay 23 is closed prior to closing the
relay 12. This relay 23 connects the line 14 of the DC input 15
via a resistor 24 to earth potential PE. The relay 23 and the
resistor 24 are parts of a device 25 for measuring the isolation
resistances Riso+ and Riso- of the current-carrying lines 13
and 14 of the DC input 15 and of the corresponding poles of
the photovoltaic generator 3. In its normal operation, the
device 25 selectively closes either the relay 23 or a relay 26
which connects the other line 13 via a resistor 27 to earth
potential PE, prior to activating the inverter 2, and measures
the voltages between the lines 13 and 14 and earth potential
PE with voltmeters 28 and 29. The difference between these
voltages is the output voltage U, of the photovoltaic genera-
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tor 3. The voltmeters 28 and 29 directly measure the voltage
drops over the parallel connection of the isolation resistance
Riso+ and - so far as connected via the relay 26—the resistor
27, and of the isolation resistance Riso— and — so far as
connected via the relay 23—the resistor 24. If the resistances
of' the resistors 24 and 27 are small as compared to the isola-
tion resistances, the voltage drop over the isolation resistance
and the connected resistor corresponds to the current through
the connected resistor 24 or 27, respectively, from which the
isolation resistance Riso+ or Rios— of the respective other line
13 or 14 may be calculated.

In connecting the inverter 2 according to the present inven-
tion, however, the relay 23 is closed to connect the line 14 via
the resistor 24 to earth and thus to bring the line 24 to an
electric potential close to earth potential PE. Actually, due to
the voltage drop over the resistor 24, the potential center
points of the DC input 15 and of the AC output 8 of the inverter
2 are shifted with regard to earth potential by slightly less than
half of the intermediate link voltage U, ;. Thus, this shift
gets very close to the offset voltage U, 4., adjusted to half of
the output voltage U,,-of the photovoltaic generator 3. When
the relay 12 is now closed for connecting the synchronized
inverter 2 to the transformer 5, there are no high voltages over
the switching contacts of the relay 12, and all resulting effects
which reduce the lifetime of the relay 12 are avoided.

In one embodiment of the method of the present invention,
connecting of the inverter 2 to the internal AC power grid at
the primary side of the transformer 5 only takes place directly
after reopening the relay 23 and thus directly after discon-
necting the connection between the line 14 and earth potential
PE. Here, the effect is used that a change of the shift of the
potential center point after reopening the relay 23 will only
take place comparatively slowly due to the high isolation
resistances Riso+ and Riso- and the resulting small reloading
currents. If the inverter 2 is connected to the internal AC
power grid by closing the relay 12 shortly, particularly
directly after reopening the relay 23, the originally generated
shift of the potential center point is still present to a sufficient
extent at the connecting time.

By keeping the relay 23 closed, the line 14 and thus the
negative pole of the photovoltaic generator may also be gen-
erally connected to earth potential PE prior to starting the
operation of the inverter 2 and/or prior to connecting the
inverter 2 to the AC power grid 4 by closing the relay 12, to
raise all modules of the photovoltaic generator 3 so far as
possible to a positive potential with regard to earth potential
PE even in no-load operation in which the offset voltage
U, s, 1s not yet provided.

Usually, the boost converter 16, the intermediate voltage
link 20, the inverter 2, the device 25 and the relay 12 of the
solar power plant 1 according to FIG. 1 are arranged in an
inverter housing. The DC voltage source 22 and the trans-
former 5 may be arranged in a transformer housing to which
several inverter housings may be connected.

FIG. 2 depicts a solar power plant 1 in less detail than in
FIG. 1; in the following only the relevant differences with
regard to the construction according to FIG. 1 are explained.
The primary winding 6 of the transformer 5, via which the
inverter 2 is connected to the external AC power grid 4, is
provided in a delta configuration without a center point. The
offset voltage U, ., is applied to a center point 31 of a voltage
divider 32 in the DC input 15 of the inverter 2, here. The
voltage divider 32 is made of two buffer capacitors 21 of a
same size connected in series. It is known that such buffer
capacitors 21, although manufactured equally, may neverthe-
less comprise varying leakage currents. This particularly
applies to electrolytic capacitors. Differently high leakage
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currents will result in an undesired deformation of the voltage
divider. Thus, it is recommended to provide a parallel series
connection of resistors 33 of a same resistance and to connect
its center points to the center point 31 to keep the series
connection of the otherwise equal buffer capacitors 21 sym-
metric with regard to the voltages dropping over the indi-
vidual capacitors 21. It is within the scope of one embodiment
of the present invention that the voltage divider 32 provides
the essential part of the input capacitance of the inverter 2. In
this case, the center point 31 corresponds to the potential
center point of the photovoltaic generator 3. Similarly, it is
within the scope of one embodiment of the present invention
that the voltage divider 32 provides the essential part of the
intermediate voltage link 20 of the inverter 2 and that the
center point 31 thus corresponds to the potential center point
of the intermediate voltage link 20 of the inverter 2.

For essentially matching the potential center points of the
AC output 8 of the inverter 2 and of the internal AC power grid
prior to closing the relay 12 for connecting the inverter 2 to the
internal AC power grid with the phases L1, [.2 and L3, the
offset voltage U, ., may be reduced to a value below the
order of half of the intermediate link voltage U, of the
intermediate voltage link 20 of the inverter 2 prior to closing
the relay 12. Alternatively, the offset voltage U, ;. may only
be raised after closing the relay 12 up to a value in the order of
half of the intermediate link voltage U, of the intermediate
voltage link 20 of the inverter 2.

Although FIG. 2 only shows one inverter 2, a parallel
connection of several inverters 2 in the solar power plant 1 is
possible. For shifting the potential center points of the pho-
tovoltaic generators 3 of all inverters 2 connected in parallel,
however, just a single DC voltage source 22 is sufficient
which—as depicted—is connected between the center point
31 of a single inverter 2 and earth potential. The shift of the
potential center point of the DC input 15 of the single inverter
2 results in a shift in the same direction of the potential center
point of its AC output 8.

In one embodiment, the several inverters 2 are connected in
parallel directly at the AC output 8 of the inverter 2, i.e.
between the AC output 8 and the relay 12. In this case, the
potential shift at the AC output 8 of the single inverter 2 has an
effect on all inverters 2 and the associated photovoltaic gen-
erators 3. In this case, it is also possible to use a central relay
12 for simultaneously connecting all inverters 2 connected in
parallel to the internal AC power grid with the phases L1, 1.2
and L3. This central relay 12 does not necessarily have to be
accommodated in the inverter housing but may be provided as
a separate component in a separate housing.

Even in the embodiment of the solar power plant 1 accord-
ing to FIG. 1, the offset voltage U, ., of the DC voltage
source 22 may be reduced prior to closing the relay 12 to
(further) reduce the voltage dropping over the switching con-
tacts when closing the relay 12.

Many variations and modifications may be made to the
preferred embodiments of the invention without departing
substantially from the spirit and principles of the invention.
All such modifications and variations are intended to be
included herein within the scope of the present invention, as
defined by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of connecting an AC output of a transformer-
less inverter of a solar power plant to an internal AC power
grid at an input side of a transformer, an external AC power
grid being connected to an output side of the transformer, the
method comprising:

synchronizing the AC output with the internal AC power

grid;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

applying an offset voltage to a center point of the input side
of the transformer;

matching a center DC component of the AC output to the
center point’s voltage by selectively coupling one of the
current-carrying lines of an inverter input to earth poten-
tial; and

subsequently connecting the synchronized and matched
AC output to the internal AC power grid.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising disconnect-
ing the current-carrying line of the inverter input from earth
potential directly prior to connecting the synchronized and
matched AC output to the internal AC power grid.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the offset voltage is
selected to provide a positive potential at all current-carrying
lines of'the inverter input after connecting a synchronized and
balanced AC output to the internal AC power grid.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising connecting a
solar module to the inverter input.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein matching the center DC
component of the AC output to the center point’s voltage is
performed as part of an isolation monitoring procedure of the
inverter input.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein, in coupling the current-
carrying line of the inverter input to earth potential, a control-
lable switch connected in series with a resistor in an earth
connection line connected to the current-carrying line of the
inverter input is closed.

7. An inverter system, comprising:

a transformerless inverter configured to receive an inter-
mediate DC voltage across current-carrying input lines
at an input thereof, and generate an AC voltage at an AC
output of the transformerless inverter, which AC output
comprises an output line and a center point line;

a transformer, wherein the center point line of the transfor-
merless inverter is configured to couple to a center point
of a primary winding of the transformer and to an offset
voltage potential;

a relay configured to selectively couple the output line of
the transformerless inverter to a phase input of the pri-
mary winding of the transformer;

an offset connection circuit configured to selectively con-
nect one of the current-carrying input lines to near an
earth ground potential; and

a control circuit configured to activate the offset connec-
tion circuit to connect one of the current-carrying input
lines to near the earth ground potential priorto activating
the relay to couple the transformerless inverter to the
transformer.

8. The inverter system of claim 7, wherein the control
circuit is configured to deactivate the offset connection circuit
to disconnect the one of the current-carrying input lines from
the near the earth ground potential after activating the offset
connection circuit and prior to activating the relay to couple
the output line of the transformerless inverter to the phase
input of the primary winding of the transformer.

9. An inverter system, comprising:

a transformerless inverter configured to receive an inter-
mediate DC voltage across current-carrying input lines
at an input thereof, and generate an AC voltage at an AC
output, which AC output comprises an output line and a
center point line;

a transformer;

a relay configured to selectively couple the output line of
the transformerless inverter to a phase input of a primary
winding of the transformer;

an intermediate voltage circuit coupled between the cur-
rent-carrying input lines of the transformerless inverter,
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wherein the intermediate voltage circuit comprises first
and second series impedances coupled together ata mid-
point node;

an offset connection circuit configured to selectively con-
nect the midpoint node of the intermediate voltage cir-
cuit to an offset voltage potential; and

a control circuit configured to activate the offset connec-
tion circuit to connect the midpoint node to the offset
voltage potential prior to activating the relay to couple

the output line of the transformerless inverter to the 10

phase input of the primary winding of the transformer.

10. The inverter system of claim 9, wherein the offset
voltage potential is reduced to a value less than half of the
intermediate DC voltage of the intermediate voltage circuit
prior to activating the relay.

11. The inverter system of claim 9, wherein the offset
voltage potential may only be raised up to a value of half of
the intermediate DC voltage after activating the relay.
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12. The inverter system of claim 9, wherein the first and
second impedances of the intermediate voltage circuit com-
prises:

a pair of series-connected capacitances coupled between
the current-carrying input lines of the transformerless
inverter, wherein the pair of series-connected capaci-
tances are connected together at the midpoint node.

13. The inverter system of claim 12, wherein the first and
second impedances of the intermediate voltage circuit com-
prises:

a pair of series-connected resistances coupled between the
current-carrying input lines of the transformerless
inverter such that the pair of series-connected resis-
tances is in parallel with the pair of series-connected
capacitances, wherein the pair of series-connected resis-
tances are connected together at the midpoint node.

#* #* #* #* #*



